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Inquiry Demonstration Plan
	Lesson Title:
	Martin Luther King Jr.
	Lesson  #
	19
	Date:
	January 18, 2021

	Name:
	Mrs. Jenna Morton
	Subject(s):
	LA, Social
	Grade(s):
	6


Rationale & Overview
	Why does this topic matter to students? This inquiry topic of Black Lives Matters is significant to students because of the recent movements, protests, and riots that have taken place in the United States as well as Canada.  
How does this lesson fit within the larger inquiry project? This lesson will be the beginning of a research project for individuals who influenced the Black Lives Matter movement, even though they may have not been alive when it was created in 2013. Students will begin to realize that this movement has actually been occurring for many years, but just without that specific name. 
How does this project incorporate the inquiry cycle? Students will be asked to investigate and discuss how Martin Luther King Jr. influenced black rights, as well as will reflect on what they have learned thus far and how what he did relates to concepts already learned. 



Key Questions For Inquiry
	Core Question & Supporting Questions for Inquiry Project
	Question(s) Addressed in This Lesson

	What impact did Martin Luther King Jr. have on the creation of the Black Lives Matter movement?

	Who are influential African Americans and what role do they play in the Black Lives Matter movement? 

What impact does our history have on our present?

What impact can citizens have on policy making regarding acceptance (and rights) of others?

What are basic human rights?
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Inquiry Approach and Rationale

	Problem-based learning is the inquiry approach. The problem in the world is that we do not value all lives equally, which is the overarching problem in this whole inquiry project. Students will work to determine possible solutions to this problem through using problem-solving skills, critical thinking, and having deeper understanding of the topic (Scott, Smith, Chu, and Friesen, 2018).


Core Principles of Effective Teaching (Sharon Friesen)
	Core Principle 1: Effective teaching practice begins with the thoughtful and intentional design of learning that engages students intellectually and academically.

*What aspects of the inquiry are the most challenging and meaningful for students?
	I think being able to think back to history will be difficult for students. They typically think here and now, and do not realize the impact that history has on today. 

	Core Principle 2: The work that students are asked to undertake is worthy of their time and attention, is personally relevant, and deeply connected to the world in which they live.

*What makes this inquiry valuable, meaningful, and “alive” for the students and teachers?
	The events that happened in the past happened to real people and is a part of our history. I think that Martin Luther King Jr. was a very influential person, and students will realize that he and many others contributed to the movement and changing human rights. Although racism does not seem so overt now-a-days, it is still happening which makes this project alive. 

	Core Principle 3: Assessment practices are clearly focused on improving student learning and guiding teaching decisions and actions.

*How do I define learning and success in this inquiry? How is learning expressed and articulated in peer, self and teacher assessments?
	Learning and success is defined by students realizing that many individuals contributed to the movement and will be assessed through their research project. 

	Core Principle 4: Teachers foster a variety of interdependent relationships in classrooms that promote learning and create a strong culture around learning.
*How do I connect students with each other, with experts in the field, with larger communities and nature, and across disciplines?
	Students have the option to work together on the research project that follows this lesson. They will be incorporating Language Arts and Social Studies outcomes in this lesson. 

	Core Principle 5: Teachers improve their practice in the company of peers.

*How do I reflect on the inquiry together, and/or collaborate with others?
	Students will be providing feedback on this project for teacher to improve in further years.


Alberta Program of Studies Outcomes 
	What outcomes will be covered in this lesson?

LA (Alberta Education, 2015a)
· 1.2 use talk, notes, personal writing and representing, together with texts and the ideas of others, to clarify and shape understanding

· 2.2 discuss common topics or themes in a variety of oral, print and other media texts 

· 2.2 discuss the author’s, illustrator’s, storyteller’s or filmmaker’s intention or purpose

· 3.1 develop and follow own plan for accessing and gathering ideas and information, considering guidelines for time and length of investigation and presentation

· 3.2 locate information to answer research questions, using a variety of sources, such as printed texts, bulletin boards, biographies, art, music, community resource people, CDROMs and the Internet

· 3.3 make notes on a topic, combining information from more than one source; use reference sources appropriately 

· 4.3 use various styles and forms of presentations, depending on content, audience and purpose

· 5.2 contribute to group knowledge of topics to identify and focus information needs, sources and purposes for research or investigations 

Social Studies (Alberta Education, 2015b) 
· 6.1.6 analyze how individuals, groups and associations within a community impact decision making of local and provincial governments by exploring and reflecting upon the following questions and issues:

· How can individuals, groups and associations within a community participate in the decision-making process regarding current events or issues (i.e., lobbying, petitioning, organizing and attending local meetings and rallies, contacting elected representatives)? (C, PADM)


BC Curriculum Indigenous Connections/ First Peoples Principles of Learning

	How will I incorporate Indigenous knowledge and principles of learning?         
“Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story” (FNESC, n.d.). Students will realize the historical impact of events around black lives.



Respectful Relations
	How will I invite students of all backgrounds, interests and skills into the inquiry?         
Students will be working at their own level for this project. In the journal, students may use images or writing to demonstrate their learning in this lesson, and through the research project that follows, students will be scaffolded at their appropriate level of needs. Their final presentation of information will also be student-decided, so students will choose an option they know they are capable of.


Lesson Activities

	Time Allotted
	Teacher
	Students

	Invitation

(Introduction)
	10 mins
	Ask: Who is Martin Luther King Jr? 

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s (RareFacts, 2017)
[Edit based on lesson feedback: allow students 2-3 minutes to journal about the video]
	Students silently reflect 

Watch video 

	Inquiry/Investigate
(Body)
	20 mins 
	Read “Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” (Rappaport and Collier, 2001)
[Edit based on lesson feedback: allow students 2-3 minutes to journal about the book]

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xXZhXTFWnE (Soulpancake, 2015)
[Edit based on lesson feedback: allow students 2-3 minutes to journal about the video]
	Listen, ask questions as necessary 

	Discussion

(Body)
	10 mins 
	Ask:
-Who is Martin Luther King Jr?

-Why did the author write the book? 

-When did Martin Luther King Jr. influence the BLM movement?

-Where did Martin Luther King Jr.’s influence reach? (was it just in Alabama, United States, whole world?) (relate to Indigenous lives in Canada) 

-What did he want the world to be like?

-How did he contribute to the rights of African Americans? How did he influence policy-makers? 

-Who do you think influenced Martin’s mission? (Relating back to beginning of year about lessons on who impacts our beliefs)  

-What is your view of Martin Luther King Jr.? 
	Participate in discussion 

	Reflection 

(Closure) 


	10 mins 
	What would the world be like if Martin Luther King Jr. had not made the impact he did?

Ask students to share if they want. 
	Students will write in independently journal. 



	Inquiry/Investigate to follow this lesson: 
	10 hours
	Students will then take part in a research project about another influential African American (or anyone related to the movement) regarding the Black Lives Matter movement
	


Materials and Resources
	Martin Luther King Jr. book
Paper, pencils

Teacher computer and smartboard 


Organizational Strategies

	-have videos open and ready to go
-have book easily accessible on desk 

-ensure students have easy access to a small group where they do not need to move far around the room (to increase time working together)


Proactive, Positive Classroom Learning Environment Strategies
	An environment of love and acceptance of others will be cultivated in the classroom from the beginning of the year.
Students can work together or on their own for the research project following this lesson.

When it comes to journaling, students can use point form, draw pictures, or complete sentences, based on their abilities.  
Students will be able to reflect on and demonstrate their learning in the best way for them, through images, point form, or whole sentence notes. 


Extensions

	Students can research more about Martin Luther King Jr. if they desire 

Read his speech “I Have A Dream” and analyze what it means.


Feedback I was given from peers:

	From April:

The use of a variety of texts worked well to support the main concepts in the lesson.  Students would be interested to see him talk, read about him and then had an opportunity for 'kid talk' with the Kid President.  Although the speech has complicated language, the main concept of "I have a dream" is reinforced through the other 2 texts.   It might be an idea to preview some of those complex words as well.  

Connecting BLM movement to past events helps students build historical context that will allow them to think more deeply about racism and the struggles of minority groups.  Important for them to understand how long these issues have been a part of our society.  It may also help them to understand how sometimes protests turn violent because people are so angry (?) might be a good topic for discussion - especially connected to the non-violent principles of Gandhi and MLK.

You may have planned for this, but I would build into the lesson short reflection breaks  where students view or listen to a text, take 2 mins to journal on their own and maybe share their ideas with one partner, then on to the next text.  I know it sometimes can be tricky to get students refocused, but the topic is very in depth and the man is deeply influential it might help to detail some of their thoughts as they go to build on what they are learning from each text.  

From Anson:

The design of structure for the lesson is systematic. Although I am not familar with Martin Luther King. But the design for introduction is leading me to engage into this topic and provide enough information and resources to know about Martin Luther King. 

The discussion is flexible, students can choose any of the essential questions to express their understanding. One more comment for more perfect design will be connect this topic with our nowdays society. 

(because BLM is a very recent news for now) 

From Clarity:

I like your topic of the lesson. Students can learn the one of the greatest leader of black people and the civil rights movement and learn to treat everyone equally from a young age. It can help students to understand how much efforts people have made to fight for their equal rights. It is beneficial for students to develop a right view of life. You have many good resources for your lesson! I really enjoy your lesson.



Reflections (to be completed after the lesson demonstration)
	I think this lesson went very well and would hopefully go well for a grade six classroom as well. The parts that I think went well are: the use of video, literature, and discussion. By using video and book, this will reach a larger range of learners, including visual from the images in the book and videos, and aural through the listening of the book and video. (Learning-Styles-Online.com, 2020). I think that also having students challenge what they think the world would be like had Martin Luther King Jr. not done what he did is also beneficial for them to thinking of altering viewpoints. The lesson had to be adapted slightly in order to be done with adults and online. For the discussion section, I had them pick a few questions and type their answers in, rather than participating in a whole-class verbal discussion as would be done in the ‘regular’ classroom. 

One of the suggestions that I was given by Anson (Z. Liang, personal communication, July 28, 2020), was to connect the topic to today’s society. This will be done throughout the year, as students will develop the historical context of the Black Lives Matter movement and realize how what was done in the past affects what is done today. 

April also provided some suggestions for me (A. St. Louis, personal communication, July 28, 2020). After using each piece of literature, as there is three in this lesson, she suggests that I have the students spend a couple minutes to just journal about that piece of literature. I think this is a great suggestion as students will need time to comprehend each piece of literature and record their thinking. This will help them connect the pieces of literature together. She also discusses how it might be beneficial for students to realize that protests sometimes become violent. This led me to think of also doing a lesson on Malcolm X, as he seemed a bit more radical in his beliefs as he states “protect themselves by whatever means necessary” (Blackpast, 2020). This will allow students to compare and contrast the two individuals in their efforts toward the Black Lives Matter movement. Toward the end of the year, students will also be partaking in a peaceful protest after learning about riots versus protests, so comparing these two influential individuals will also help provide a basis for this. 
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