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Inquiry Demonstration Plan
	Lesson Title:
	Slavery and the Bible
	Lesson  #
	14
	Date:
	Dec. 3, 2020

	Name:
	Mrs. Jenna Morton
	Subject(s):
	LA, Religion
	Grade(s):
	6


Rationale & Overview
	Why does this topic matter to students? Please see year plan.
How does this lesson fit within the larger inquiry project? Since I teach at a Catholic school and we study the Bible, it will be interesting for students to see just how far back the concept of slavery goes and how it relates to our Catholic faith. 
How does this project incorporate the inquiry cycle? For this lesson, students will be mainly focusing on the “investigate” portion of the inquiry cycle as they seek to uncover slavery in the Bible. They will also reflect on their understanding.  



Key Questions For Inquiry
	Core Question & Supporting Questions for Inquiry Project
	Question(s) Addressed in This Lesson

	What impact does our history have on our present?

	Is the concept of slavery present in the Bible? 
How far back does the concept of slavery go? 
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Inquiry Approach and Rationale

	Please see year plan. 



Core Principles of Effective Teaching (Sharon Friesen)
	Core Principle 1: Effective teaching practice begins with the thoughtful and intentional design of learning that engages students intellectually and academically.

*What aspects of the inquiry are the most challenging and meaningful for students?
	For this lesson, realizing that there are many scripture passages from the Catholic Bible regarding slavery may be difficult for students to come to terms with.

	Core Principle 2: The work that students are asked to undertake is worthy of their time and attention, is personally relevant, and deeply connected to the world in which they live.

*What makes this inquiry valuable, meaningful, and “alive” for the students and teachers?
	Since we are a Catholic school, having students dive deeper into the concept of religion and how it relates to the Black Lives Matter movement will be useful. Although there are many great things about religion, it is important for students to investigate all aspects of their religion.  

	Core Principle 3: Assessment practices are clearly focused on improving student learning and guiding teaching decisions and actions.

*How do I define learning and success in this inquiry? How is learning expressed and articulated in peer, self and teacher assessments?
	For this lesson, students will be peer evaluating. Teacher assessment will occur throughout the lesson to ensure that students understand the scripture passages. 

	Core Principle 4: Teachers foster a variety of interdependent relationships in classrooms that promote learning and create a strong culture around learning.
*How do I connect students with each other, with experts in the field, with larger communities and nature, and across disciplines?
	Students will be connecting with eachother through the sharing at the end of the lesson. 

	Core Principle 5: Teachers improve their practice in the company of peers.

*How do I reflect on the inquiry together, and/or collaborate with others?
	Reflection should be done between students and teacher throughout the lesson as this can be a touchy subject. 


Alberta Program of Studies Outcomes
	What outcomes will be covered in this lesson?

LA (Alberta Education, 2015)

· 2.1 apply knowledge of organizational structures of oral, print and other media texts to assist with constructing and confirming meaning
· 3.2 use a variety of tools, such as bibliographies, thesauri, electronic searches and technology, to access information 

· 3.3 quote information from oral, print and other media sources

Religion (Education Commission of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario, and Western Canada Delegates, 2019)
· 6.1 Believing

· 6.3 Living a Moral Life 




BC Curriculum Indigenous Connections/ First Peoples Principles of Learning

	How will I incorporate Indigenous knowledge and principles of learning?         
“Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story” (FNESC, n.d.). Students will be looking from a historical context at the concept of slavery and just how far back it truly goes. 


Respectful Relations
	How will I invite students of all backgrounds, interests and skills into the inquiry?         
 Students will be accessing technology in this lesson which has tools that they may use to read to them if they struggle with reading, therefore assisting all skill levels. Students from other religious backgrounds could research about where slavery is/if it was present in their religion. 


Lesson Activities

	Time Allotted
	Teacher
	Students

	Invitation


	5 mins
	Ask: Do you think slavery is present in Bible scriptures? How far back do you think the idea of slavery goes?
	Formulate own answer, then share with class if they want.


	Inquiry


	40 mins
	Give students about 5-10 minutes to read through a few passages on the website provided, or type in on Google “slavery in the Bible” (or something along those lines, allow students to determine what they should type in)
Ask students: was slavery present in the Bible?

Show example of what students are going to do. 
(ex. Deuteronomy 15:12 – “If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh year you shall let him go free from you,” (Open Bible, 2020). In my own words … “if someone is sold to you, they will be at your service for six years, but after that then let them go.”) 
	Research Bible scriptures about slavery. They can use the website Open Bible (2020) if they choose. 
Students will choose one Bible scripture that they understand and re-write it in their own words. They will be using quotations to directly cite the scripture. They can also create an image if they want. 


	Discussion 


	10 minutes
	Allow students time to share with their peers.
	Students will get in groups of 3-4 students and share their scripture passage and their own understanding of it. 

	Reflection

	5 minutes
	Monitor student journal writing. 
	Students journal about their new understanding. If they already knew that slavery existed in the Bible, they can discuss what else they learned. If they did not know this, students can write about how they developed this knowledge or other related concepts. 


Materials and Resources
	-paper (journals), pencils
-chromebooks/computers

-teacher example 


Organizational Strategies

	Send through email the link to students so they can just click on it through there. 
Pre-create groups for discussion portion. 


Proactive, Positive Classroom Learning Environment Strategies
	Using technology is a motivator for many students. Discussing hard topics such as this with peers will also help develop a positive classroom environment as it will be a safe space. 


Extensions

	Students can choose more than one scripture. They can write/think about if these scriptures should be taken out of the Bible (could do class debate on this if time allows). 



Teacher Reflection
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